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Pratap's Pride and Patriotism

All autocrats are egoists; Akbar was no exception to this rule.
He believed the world was made for him, and he was an architect
chosen by God to give it whatever shape he liked. Eight years
earlier, in 1568, he had conquered the Rajput citadel of Chitor, but
that victory had not meant the subjugation of Rajasthan. The fiercely
proud and high-spirited Rana Pratap Singh, who ascended the
throne after the death of his father, Rana Uday Singh, in 1572,
kept aloft the crimson banner, and proclaimed from his inaccessi-
ble hideouts in the Aravallis that the freedom of the house of
Bapa Rawal was above conquest:
Fortune has denied me for the time being the usual parapher-
nalia of a kingdom. I have no forts, no palaces, not even a seat
of Government. Yet I am the Rana, a scion of Maharana Sangram
Singh. Courage is my patrimony and the will-to-win the weapon
with which to fight aggression. Chitor beckons me. I swear by
the blood of thousands of brave Rajputs who fell defending it
that poverty would not deter me and my followers from waging
a war, if need be, for a thousand years, to retake what belongs to
us by the right of inheritance. We solemnly pledge ourselves to
eschew the use of gold and silver and brocades and satins for as
long as we are not the full masters of our land. Is there a Rajput
who can bring himself to twirl his moustache while wearing tlie
chains of subjection? Lord Eklinga is my witness. I shall wage a
war of attrition till the wrong done to us is righted, Akbar is a